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JOSEPH COLBORNE, Eq; 


Of HARDENHUISH, in the County of W1LTSs. 


Dear Sir, 


IHE following Diſcourſe was ſent to the 


preſs from the pure motives of implicit 
deference to the command, and requeſts, of the 
RICHT REVEREND and REVEREND perſons, who 
officiated and aſſiſted at the occaſion of its being 
delivered. vet, amidſt the deep honour done it, 
there could be no doubt to whom, of right, it 
ought, when publiſhed, to be, with all reſpect, 


inſcribed. To Yourſelf: to the worthy, pious, 


generous, PATRON, FOUNDER, DONOR, of the 


b Church 


vi f | 
Church and Cœmetery, then ſet apart to their ſa- 
cred uſes, the Inſcription was moſt obviouſly due. 
To You it is now paid: and I am perfectly ſure 


is, with the ſame ingenuous idea with which it 


F 


44 
was- preſented, accepted. 


I muſt not omit to congratulate you, both on 
the completion of the excellent deſign which you 
had ſo much, and ſo juſtly, at heart; and on the 
ſhare which you unavoidably felt of an awful 
pleaſure ariſing from the order, decency, and ſo- 
lemnity, attending THE ConstcraTION. Theſe 
were not a little owing to the judicious precau- 
tions which you had yourſelf previouſly directed: 
no leſs to the marks of ſeriouſneſs and ſentiment 
(worthy of their rank, and the liberality of their 


names) 


[ vi 
names) in ſo many of the Laity of your neigh- 
bourhood who were preſent :—-but ſtill more to 
« that Beauty of Holineſs” which accompanied 
and adorned the miniſtration of the great and 


venerable  PRELATE who preſided: and which 
added dignity to the function, emphaſis to the de- 
votion, and energy to the benediction, of the day. 


That a capital office of our CHuRck, thus cele- 
brated in a manner worthy of Her, ſhould have 
ſtruck not her own members excluſively, but have 
extended its effects to every one preſent poſſeſſed 
of any pious ſenſibility, is nothing either ſurpri- 
ling or unprecedented. But ſeldom perhaps have 
thoſe © others,” both in their modes and their 
doctrines, (though by no means their talents or 


virtues) 


[ vil ] 
virtues) been equally remote from us, and mu- 
tually ſo from one another. Never, certainly, 
was there one amongſt them ſuperior in diſtin- 
guiſh'd Genius, Science, and Benevolence, to the 


perſon who then ſo eminently commanded our 


undiſputed acknowledgment — TALISs CUM sis 


UTINAM NOSTER ESSES, 


I am, Dear Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 
und moſt faithful, 


humble ſervant, 


Matthew F rampton. 


* 


Bremhill, Nov. öth, 1779. 


PSAL M xxvi. 8. 


« LORD, I HAVE LOVED THE HABITATION OF THY HOUSE, AND THE 


« PLACE WHERE THINE HONOUR DWELLETH,” 


HAT «© Gop is to be glorified” unitedly, with our 
bodies,as well as with our ſpirits, which are equally 

his, is a clear and pregnant truth, under whatever circum- 
ſtances we conceive Man required, in a ſenſe relative to his 
nature, to give glory to his CREATOR. Of“ Body,” which, 
without the ſpirit, is dead; of Spirit, which, without the 
the body, were ſhut out from all communication with this 
viſible world of outward life and nature, this ſcene of human 
diſcipline and probation, —Man eſſentially and invariably, 
conſiſts, He is the very ſame under a Patriarchal age, a Mo- 


ſaical, or an Evangelical: amidſt the peculiar divine commu- 


B nication 


12 ] 
nications of the firſt, the legal inſtitutions of the ſecond, and 
the riches of grace and truth poured out in the third—the 


ſame. He is made up, unalterably, of paſſions as well as 
reaſon: of inſtinctive propenſities, as well as intellectual 
powers : his affections are touched by the fame impreſſions : 
his ideas enter through the ſame channels : his organs of 


body and mind are worked with the ſame mutuality. 


The Human Feelings in general, thoſe of the devout kind 
in particular, break out into a language by nature dictated to 
them: and that a language not of words ſolely, but likewiſe of 
looks, of geſtures, of many varied outward marks, and ſuited 
ſymbolical accompaniments. From the management and 
application of theſe ariſes what we call THE FORM oF RE- 
LIG10N. The form may undoubtedly be aſſumed where the 
power of it is unfelt. The fa& was too evident under the 
old diſpenſation. It is too deplorably frequent under the 
new. But wherever the power in reality reigns, the form, 
in ſome certain modification of it, will infallibly follow. 
The conſequence is a proviſion of that bleſſed, all-wiſe, 
Providence, which, amidſt the multiplicity of its opera- 
tions, ever attentive to all its works, views beings ſuch as 
we are, as deſigned by it much leſs for ſpeculation than for 


action : 
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action: as needing ſenſible aſſiſtances to prompt and quicken 
the piety of individuals, and to ſpread devotion through aſ- 
ſemblies : at the ſame time that public and ſocial acts and 
exerciſes are made the chief inſtrumental means to which is 
owing the derivation of Religion from former times to the 
preſent : on which depends the preſervation of it through our 
own age: on which the tranſmiſſion of it to generations yet 


to come. 


To this conſtitution of things, this law of their nature im- 
preſſed on them by its author, the ſentiments and practice 
of mankind have correſponded through a ſucceſſion of ſtates, 


{cenes, and circumſtances; and have produced, in various 


ſhapes, thoſe acts of ejaculation, of prayer, and the voice of 
praiſe, which they have buſily offered up to God: thoſe eucha- 


riſtick oblations to him: and thoſe ſurpriſing alluſions, in their 
ANIMAL facrifices, to ſome myſterious undiſcovered plan of 
expiation provided by him, with which it was ſo eagerly (tho 
in general crudely) endeavoured to appeaſe the Divine wrath. 
Hence human arts, ſometimes, ſprung from a religious origin; 
at others were improved by a religious direction. In parti- 


cular—men were eagerly prone to erect ſtructures, which, in 


a qualified acceptation, they conſidered as houſes of their 


B 2 « God,” 


( 4 ] 
« God,” and intended, . not. ſolely as accommodations to the 
worſhippers, but likewiſe as tributes to the objects of their 


worſhip : and even when remoteſt from the groſs conception 
that the Deity “ dwelt,” literally, „in temples made with 
„hands, they were ready to devote ſome preſcribed PLACE 
wherein, as its“ habitation,” the divine Honour” might, 


in a relative and virtual ſenſe, be ſaid to“ dwell.” 


This appears on the face of the four periods of Religious 


worſhip : the Patriarchal, the Pagan, the Jewiſh, and the 


Chriſtian. 


It is certain, that the firſt Fathers, before the Law, not 
to ſay before the Flood, ſet apart, and applied to devout uſes, 
their altars, mountains, and groves. And it ſeems a plain, 
providential ſanction, given to ſuch local appropriations— 


that as Mount Moriah,* on which Abraham was commanded 


to offer up Iſaac, was undoubtedly the ſame on the ſcite of 


which the temple was afterwards built by Solomon; ſo on a 
part of the ſame continued ridge Gn £Calvary) CHRIST, the 
great antitype of Iſaac, was himſelf, in the fullneſs of time, 
offered up on the croſs: “ the full, the perfect, the ſuffici- 
* ent, ſacrifice, oblation, and ſatisfaction, for the fins of the 


* WHOLE WORLD.“ T. | The 


* Gen, xxil. 2. + Communion Service. 
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The proofs of religious ſentiments ſuch as theſe are very 
plain, (for they are truly natural ones) in the records of the 
Pagan world, the degenerate progeny of the Patriarchal. The 
Religion of the Gentiles was, in fact, made up partly of rati- 
onal ideas, partly of broken and confuſed lights, partly of 
ſottiſh ſuperſtitions, partly of imperfe& and mutilated tradi- 
tions yet amidſt this ſtate, (which was, perhaps, the very 
beſt ſtate of THEI8M that ever exiſted) the Pagans were at all 
times a law unto themſelves.” They, therefore, were not 
only eager to raiſe temples and altars, but alſo to employ all 
the methods which art could ſupply, and all the efforts which 
genius could exert, to ſpread beauty, awe, and reverence 
around them. But not only the vulgar, (“ darkened in their 
* underſtandings”) many of their law-givers and ſages like- 


wiſe (as St. Paul declared to ſome of the wiſeſt of them) were 
* inall things too ſuperſtitious.”* Nay, what was much 
worſe, the generality of them “changed the truth of God 
* into a lie: thinking the Godhead like unto gold, or ſilver, 
* or ſtone graven by art or man's device.” 80 deep was the 


darkneſs in which, amidſt much boaſted light and ſcience, 
the greateſt of them were ſunk : ſo bright, © through the 
* tender mercy of our God,” is * the day-ſpring with. 
% which, from on high,” the leaſt amongſt us is © viſited.” 
Ta 


Acts xvii. 22. + Acts xvii. 29. 


1 
4 
_—_ r 92 


ro the leaſt. to the loweſt; to the moſt unlearned of you 
here preſent, Brethren—of you, who hold the plough, 
« and glory in the goad; who drive oxen, and are oecu- 
« pied in their labours, and whoſe talk is of bullocks,” * to 
you—no leſs than to . the wiſe, to the ſcribe, to the diſputer 


ce of this world,” —our bleſſed Saviour ſpeaks in the words 


directed by him to a part of his own hearers—* Verily, verily, 
« I ſay unto you, that many Prophets and Kings have deſired 
« to ſee the things which ye ſee and have not ſeen them, and 
* to hear the things which ye hear and have not heard them.” + 


—But—* bleſſed,” in the end, are they,” aſſuredly, not 
« who hear the word of God” only, „but who,” hearing, 


% keep it. T 


By Moszs all adoration of fulſe Gods, and all miſrepre- 


ſentations of the true one, were zealouſly rooted up. Juſt 


conceptions of the divine nature and perfections: of the di- 


vine majeſty, ſpirituality, re&itude, ſanctity, unity ;—were 


moſt ſolicitouſly taught and propagated. To aſſiſt and effec- 


tuate ſuch inſtruction, a rox of worſhip was adapted to the 


peculiar circumſtances and intents of that diſpenſation : to the 


imbecillity of a backſliding people, ever prone to relapſe into 


* 


Ecelus xxxviii. 25, 


Mat. xiii. 17. t Luke xi. 28. 


Pagan 


Te To 
Pagan corruption and folly: and to that great ultimate end 
in which all emblematical appointments (“ ſhadows of better 


te things to come”) were divinely contrived to terminate. 


For the celebration of ſuch a ſervice—a TABERNACLE, 
% made in all things according to the pattern ſhewed by Gop 
« himſelf to Moſes in the Mount, “ was ſet up in the wilder- 
derneſs. At the ſettlement of DAvip on the throne, a fabric 
ſtill more noble (though no marks of a divine ſupernatural 
accompaniment could poſſibly be more illuſtrious) was de- 
ſigned. By SoLoMoON, his ſon, it was completed, with a mag- 


nificence as ſuperior to that of any other temple, as the dedi- 
cation of it was to be more auguſt, and the worſhip to be ce- 
lebrated in it more ſublime and expreſſive, than any other un- 
der Heaven. « The houſe,” ſaid he, «© which I build, is 
great; for great is our God above all Gods.” + | 


The complicated, enormous ſins of the Jewiſh nation, and 
the captivity to which God did, in his enſuing righteous 
judgments, reduce them,—** things written for our admoni- 
* tion,” (and be we, Brethren, in THIS our day moſt awfully 
admoniſhed !) theſe were the cauſes of depriving them of that 


cc holy 
* Heb. viii. 5. + 2 Chron, ii. 5. 


EA 
holy and beautiful houſe.” But their enſuing, moſt mer- 


ciful, reſtoration was attended with the erection of a ſecond. 
This was certainly inferior in outward, and much more in 


miraculous ſplendour to the glory of the firſt. We are told 
by EzRA* that the Prieſts and Levites, and chief of the 
« Fathers, who were antient men, and had ſeen the firſt 
7 houſe, when the foundation of the ſecond was laid before 
« their eyes, wept with a loud voice.” It proved, neverthe- 
leſs, a work, probably beyond what they expected, in gran- 
deur and luſtre, moſt highly ſtriking: And being rebuilt, 
(after having ſuffered the dilapidations of time and hoſtilities 
during five hundred years) it was ſtill not only admired, but 
revered, as ſuch, by Heathens, as well as Jews, down to the 
very criſis of its final diſſolution, when (in completion of our 
bleſſed Saviour's awful, righteous, ſentence) *©* wrath came 
* upon that wretched people to the uttermoſt :” and * not 
one ſtone” of the vaſt and ſplendid edifice (which the 


generous conqueror had been in vain moſt anxious to pre- 
ſerve) ©* was left upon another.” + 


We have now ſeen the veil of the temple * rent in the 


% midſt :” and we are come down to the CHRISTIAN æra. 


DE CHRIST 
* Exra ili. 12. T Mat. XXIV. 2s. 
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CHnR18sT Jxsus came “ not to deſtreymhe Law or the Pro- 
e phets, but to fulfil them; to verify the predictions of 
the one, and to ſupply the deficiencies of the other: to 
teach that juſtice, mercy, and faithfulneſs, ought in the 
* firſt place to be done,” yet that “duties, ſecondary and 
* {ublervient, are not to be left undone.” He has preſcribed 


as the moſt expreſſive mode of admiſſion into his ſacred com- 


munity the baptiſmal emblem of cleanſing and purity ; as 


the apt commemoration of that his death, which ſealed our 
reſtoration to eternal life, the ſolemn, but chearful, ſocial, 
participation of the hallowed bread, and the joyful, thank- 
ful—cup of bleſſing, together ordained to ** ſhew forth the 


death of the Lord until his ſecond coming.” 


To“ keep the ſabbaths, and to reverence the ſanctuaries,” 
to treat, as claiming a certain relative ſanctity, both the ſea- 
ſons ſet apart for divine worſhip, and the Hovsts aſſigned for 
the performance of it, are things compatible with the ſimpli- 
city of his deſign; for they immediately promote the purity 
of it, and ſpeak the very ſpirit of that clauſe of the noble 
prayer which he has taught us“ Hallowed be thy Name.” 


C CHRIST 


E 


p | 
hp himſelf the moſt exemplary, moſt 


punctual, of all obſervers of divine, poſitive appointments. 
He walked in the temple, in Solomon's porch,” and ratified 
that denomination which the evangelical Prophet had con- 
ferred upon it when he called it his father's houſe, the houſe 
« of prayer. He condeſcendingly ſubmitted: to the bap- 
tiſm of a Miniſter totally inferior to himſelf—to that of John: 
For thus he profeſſed that it became him „ to fulfil all 
* righteouſneſs.” With deſire he deſired to eat the Paſ- 
«« ſover” (that Lamb in figure, which he was himſelf in fact) 
with his diſciples before he ſuffered.” F At the very time 
when he aſſerted his great doctrine of the indiſpenſable ſpi- 
ritual worſhip to the woman of Samaria, he was, within a 
ſhort ſpace, about to aſſiſt in perſon at the celebration of a 
great ritual ordinance, and ſolemn feſtival, at Jeruſalem. & 


CHRIsT was, in 


'To us the inextinguiſhable propenſity to aſpirations, and 
to acts, of devotion remains: to us Chriſtians the moral ob- 
ligation of a ſabbath remains: the great uſes of religious 
communion remain: the neceſſity of miniſters, and of implied 
appendages to their miniſtrations, remain: a Houss of God, 


In 
* If, lvi. 7. Mat. xxi. 13. + Mat. iii. 15. | Lu. xxii. 15. 


Either the Pentecoſt or the Paſſover. John v. 1. 
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in a rational ſenſe of the term, remains : the duty of provi- 
ding, and the decency of reverently ſetting apart (by pious 
conſent and appointment) ſuch houſe to its aſſig ned uſes, re- 
mains. * Holineſs,” moſt ſurely, « becometh the houſe of 
« the Lord for ever.” | 


To private oratories the Apoſtles and firſt Diſciples were 
unavoidably reſtrained for the celebration of divine ſervice in 
general, and that capital part of it by them never remitted: 
(how prepoſterouſly ſoever amongſt ourſelves neglected) 
« the continual remembrance of the ſacrifice of the death of 
« Chriſt, and of the benefits received thereby,” in particular. 
The perſecutions of their unrelenting adverſaries, both Jews 
and Gentiles, neceſſitated them to continue for ſuch purpoſe 
the uſe of thoſe © upper apartments” which ſeem to have 
acquired a kind of preſcriptive appropriation at that time to 
religious purpoſes :* and, as diſtreſs compelled them after- 
wards, to more obſcure receptacles. In proportion as the 
ſound of the Goſpel went out into that and other lands, both 
{ynagogues and temples were often converted into churches, 
and buildings, originally devoted as ſuch, began through 
pious zeal and liberality to be multiplied, There is evidence, 


C 2 ſupplied. 


See the learned Joſeph Mede, on 1 Cor. xi. 22, and Eccles, v. 1. and B. 2d 
of his works. p. tot. | 


[ 12 ] 
ſupplied by records of great authority, that the Faith was 
preached, and that houſes of God were built, within this fa- 
voured © Ifle of the Gentiles” in a very high period of Chriſ- 
tian antiquity.* Here, undiſputedly, the very firſt Chriſtian 
Emperor was, (if not born) on his acceſſion, ſaluted as ſuch : 
the ſame who by his earlieſt edi& declared himſelf Patron of 
the Church : and, in the progreſs of his greatneſs, proceeded, 
throughout his wide dominion, to diſcountenance and diſpel 
Pagan impoſture and darkneſs, to encourage the miniſters and 
officers of true religion, and the raiſing, repairing, and adorn- 
ing of religious ſtructures : particularly in the city to which 
he transferred (in external reference indeed inauſpiciouſly) 
the ſeat of empire: and wherein he gloried to reign under 
the banner of that CRoss, in the S16N of which he believed 
himſelf divinely called to conquer. Temples were, by vir- 
tue of Imperial decrees, many demoliſhed. Many were 


purged of their Pagan apparatus, and, being cleanſed from 
idolatrous abominations, were converted into ſanctuaries of 
the living and true God. Thus, before the expiration of a 
fourth century, the Dagon of Paganiſm was laid proftrate 
before the Ark of Chriſtianity. Liberal arts, no longer de- 


graded by the Heathen abuſe of them, were raiſed to be the 


* f inſtruments 
* See Stillingfleet's Antiquities of the Britiſh Churches. 
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inſtruments of genuine piety. © The King's daughter, the 
ſpouſe and church of Chriſt, was yet but little faded “ in 
« glory of primitive faith, and manners © within.” Her 
e clothing” was by no means unſuitable ; when it became, 


in part, of wrought gold without.”* 


Amidſt that fury of barbarous irruptions which it pleaſed 
Divine Providence not long after this to permit, all that was 
liberal, and all that was ſacred, partook one common ſhock. 
The natives of this land, under the circumſtances of the 
times, enfeebled, abandoned, unprotected, were driven by 
one hoſt of thoſe rude and treacherous deſpoilers into a 
corner of it. But they carried a Light” with them: and 


* 


it * ſhone in the dark place.” They carried into moun- 
tains and faſtneſſes, not acceſſable to their Pagan invaders, 
the bleſſed Goſpel. They cheriſhed the doctrines which it 
taught, and both became active in raiſing buildings for the 
purpoſes of the worſhip which it required, and in marking 


out and bounding thoſe limits of the territory, as peopled by 


Chriſtians, which made he {yt zydiments of Parochial divi- 
ſions,} Theſe were afterwards adopted by their conquerors 
and 


* Pſalm xiv. 13. 
+ See Caſk's Hiſtory of England, Vol. I. 
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and on the careful preſervation of them have the doing of 
*« things ſacred decently, and in order: and the mainte- 
F nance of the unity of faith in the bond of peace, been 
experienced, through a long ſucceſſion of ages, in a very 
17 aigh degree, to depend. 


— 


The corruptions which now in daily growth poiſoned the 
doctrines, the uſurpation which now trod down the rights, 
of Chriſtians, and againſt which the original BRITISH con- 
verts long and bravely ſtruggled : the monaſtic ſwarms, by 
which the real paſtors were diſtreſſed: the frauds of the 
Cloiſter, by which the populace was abuſed: the adulterati- 
ons with which the ſacred offices were polluted, and churches 
and altars in fact profaned, and the darkneſs ſpread around, 
* even thick darkneſs that might be felt: —are things, all 


of them, by the intelligent, and the candid, of every deno- 
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mination, undiſputed on the one hand. Nor can any ſuch | 
forget, on the other, either the gloom of enthuſiaſm, which if N 
in part obſtructed the triumph of rational Religion over 
ſuperſtition ; or the wild, . ö havock with which 
a © wrath that never wrought righteouſneſs,” and a ſpirit 


of «© facrilege, ſpurred on by rapaciouſneſs, conſpired to burn 


* up,” and often wantonly, many houſes of God in our 
land.“ 
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« land.” The ſcars are, to this hour, viſible in our eyes: and 


they were produced both at a former, and a LATER period 
of our hiſtory, at beſt by a © zeal not according to know- 


« ledge;” and in its nature leſs favourable to piety than to 


outrage; and to amendment and reformation, than to ruin 
«nd deformity. 


But—we will diſmiſs, amidſt a celebrity pleaſing and pro- 
pitious as the preſent is, all painful retroſpects: and will 
turn with delight, and devout thankfulneſs, to a different 
page, - where we ſee defilement giving way to decency : 
violence to ſafety : tumult to order : tyranny to Law, the 
ever-bleſſed bulwark of true Liberty: crude effuſions to the 
voice of truth and ſoberneſs: and a Babel of diſtractions “ to 
a ſymmetry, and ſolidity of faith and worſhip, „built on 
«© the foundation of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Ixsus 
« Cur1sT himſelf being the chief corner-ſtone.” To us 
are theſe ineſtimable bleſſings brought down: to us, and 
to our lateſt poſterity, be they extended, and perpetuated, as 
bleſſings truly ſuch: being inſeparable from doctrines ſound : 
worſhip chaſte: government authentic: temper mild, and 

truly 


® See a remarkable Addreſs, Clarendon's Hiſt, Vol. ili. fol. p. 489. 
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truly tolerant: ſpirit generous, and truly catholic, Thus 
let our excellent Cnuxcn flouriſh: and let the gates of 


t hell never prevail againſt Her !” | 


They never will—if all who profeſs to join in her apoſto- 


lical “ doctrine and fellowſhip” will ſeriouſly, and ſincerely, 
call to mind—that the Gop, whom (* through the one 
« Mediator between God and Man”) they come hither to 
worſhip, is that great « Spirit who MUsT “ be worſhipped 
« in ſpirit and in truth: be worſhipped with “ faith,” 


without which. it is impoſſible to “ pleaſe him:“ with 


holineſs, „ without. which no man ſhall ſee him :” with 
charity, „without which all our doings are nothing worth, 


% and whoſoever liveth is counted dead before him :”—that 
(apart from ſuch, impreſſions, and convictions) to“ truſt,” 


with the Jews of old, in the TEMPLE oF THE LoRD” for 


their ſecurity, is, with them, to ! truſt in lying words: x — 


that every one, in the preſentment of his own perſon to God, 


is required to preſent ** the living, holy, acceptable,” becauſe 
« reaſonable,” ſeryice :+ that the body” of every one of 
us is itſelf that **-temple of God, the defiler whereof will 
God deſtroy :”f and every one deſigned, appointed, de- 


voted to. be . an habitation of God through the Spirit.“ 5 


92 7 


Do 


Fr. vii. 4. f Rom. xiii, f 1 Cor, iii. 17. 5 Eph. ii. 8. 
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LY 1 
Do you then, BRETUREN, with affeQtionate reverence, 
attend to the offices of this preſent miniſtration—to the ſig- 
niſicance of theſe ordinances—to the buſineſs of this day 


to the highly-edifying ſolemnity of this hour ?—Let the 
« ſanctification of this PLACE” be then to every one of you 
« a ſanctifying of the Lord God in your hearts.“ * Excluſive 
of this, all other deſignations, dedications, Cox sERATION G, 
are reduced to impotence and inanity, to mere “ ſounding 


« braſs, and tinkling cymbal.” 


And—was it with a truly pathetic awe that you juſt now 
appeared to liſten, amidſt a becoming ſeriouſneſs of out- 
ward deportment, to the voice of the Man or Gop who, 
amidſt fervent acts of ſupplication and benediction, pro- 
nounced the ground whereon you ſtood hallowed to be a 
receptacle of the remains of thoſe who, we truſt, ſhall “ ſleep 
in Jesus 1 Forget not then — forget not often as ce defi- 
« ring to enter theſe courts of the Lord,” you tread on the her- 
bage there ſpringing up under your feet, that © man, born of 
* a woman, ſo cometh up, and is ſo cut down:“ but that this 
is the rapturous ſtrain of the Prophet of old. Thy dead men 
* ſhall live: together with my dead body, ſhall they ariſe. 
” A wan and ſing, ye that dwell in duft: for thy dew 1 is as the 

D „ dew 


* 1Peter iii. 15, 


8-7] 
« dew of herbs: and the earth ſhall caſt out the dead. 
Remember—that all fleſh is graſs,” and all the goodlineſs 
« thereof as the flower of the fair „ field” which there 


ſurrounds you: that the graſs withereth : that the flower 


« fadeth:” but that TAE worD or THE LoRD endureth 
for ever.” 

That WoRD is at this inſtant heard in theſe ſacred functi- 
ons : AIIt is at all times heard amidſt every religious ordinance 
and celebration: and is itſelf “ quick, powerful, ſharp as 
« the two-edged ſword.” It will, ere long, be heard in tones 
yet far more deep, and big with dread. It will ſpeak in the 
« mighty ſhout :+ in the voice of the Archangel : in the 
« trump of God: even then when the trumpet ſhall ſound, 
and the dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptible : and we ſhall be 
* CHANGED: Changed—from corruptible to incorruption, 
from mortal to immortality :” when TH, when every, 
earthly tabernacle, when the © earth, when all the elements, 
„ ſhall be diſſolved:“ when the“ children of the Reſurrec- 
tion“ ſhall enter THE BUILDING or GOD, THE HousE 


NOT MADE WITH HANDS, ETERNAL IN THE HEAVENS. 


® Iſaiah xxvi. 19. + 1 Theſ. iv. 16, 1 Cor. xv. 53. $ 2 Cor. v. 1. 
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